Encouragement of researchers
Encouragement of research interest has always been a primary aim of the Research Committee; this is especially directed at advising and enabling trainees in psychiatry to become involved with research, but also to provide a resource for consultants, especially those who are isolated, in research information:
(1) Research advice is offered by the Research Committee through regular advertisements in the Bulletin. Enquiries about research come to the Committee who put the enquirer in touch with someone who can help him. either locally in his area, or appropriately, within the field of research. This scheme is being formalized at the moment with a register maintained by the Research Committee of a panel of experts providing different areas of research expertise. (2) 'Hints on Research'â€"this 
An agent for carrying out research
An important part of the work of the Research Committee has been to find ways in which questions addressed to the College from government departments or outside agencies, or alternatively directed to the Research Committee from other parts of the College relating to mental health issues, might be investigated. The College has access to psychiatric hospitals and their staff throughout the British Isles and also in many other parts of the world. The College, therefore, is in a good position to carry out research into rare conditions which only occur in large enough numbers nationally, to survey practice and opinion all over the country, and to produce quantitative data on such matters as working style and career prospects of different groups of psychiatrists. 
Completed projects have included: (i) Barbiturate prescrib

Plans Tora Research Unit
The increased interest in research by the College, the need for research into various aspects of good practice, the likeli hood of involvement in more than one major project at a time and the need for expert research opinion within the College have resulted in the decision by Council to establish a Research Unit.
Plans for funding this and for finding suitable premises for office accommodation, computer and other equipment are currently under discussion.
Representing the needs of research in psychiatry outside the College
The MRC and DHSS both have observers on the Research Committee. There has been frequent contact over the years with the Mental Health Foundation. In preparation for the appeal for the Research Unit short descriptions have been prepared of important areas in research that could be carried out with the collaboration of the College, and we are concerned to show outside bodies how the College can make a contribution to research.
Members of the Research Committee contributed to the book edited by Richter. Research in Mental Illness." The Research Committee is regularly asked by the College to comment on documents produced by DHSS and other organizations with relevance to research.
An important function of the Royal College of Psychiatrists has been to encourage and facilitate research. The main thrust of the Research Committee has been to help individual members with their research endeavours. It has also been the intention to emphasize research and research-mindcdncss within the College, and to represent the needs of psychiatric research to other organizations. Some research has been undertaken directly following the initiatives of the Research Committee.
